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1. NAME

C OMMON
Moorefields

AND- 'OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

STREET ANC NUMBER:

SR 1135, .1 miles from junction with SR 113l

CITY OR TOWN:

Hillsborough vicinity (Fourth Congressional District, The Hon. Nick Galifiadakis)

STATE copE |COUNTY: CODE
North Carolina 37 Orange 135
[3. CLASSIFICATION T R S
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERS STATUS
(Check One) NERSHIP TO THE PUBLIC
[ District K] Building [J Public Public Acquisition: X Occupied Yes:
[ Site (] Structure {3 Private [ In Process * ICJ Unoccupied (] Restricted
[J Object [ Both [0 Being Considered [ Preservation work (] Unrestricted
in progress @ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ Agricultural [ Government O Park (] Transportation [ Comments
[J Commercial [ tndustrial [X] Private Residence {7 Other (Specify)

[ Educational ] Military ] Religious

[ Entertainment [ Museum [ Scientific

OWNER OF PROPERTY . " -

CWNER'S NAME: — ~ . = v
; N 5 al
Edward T. Draper-Savage — o> R
STREET AND NUMBER: » 5," m
"Moorefields"--Route 2, Box LOl o
CITY OR TOWN: g'—s)
. (]
Hillsborough _ _ ‘ .y
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION o
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: Rad 8
Orange County Courthouse o §
STREET AND NUMBER: g ;‘
09
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE o
Hillsborough North Carolina 37
|6 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS - |
TITLE OF SURVEY: fzﬂ
Historic American Buildings Survey S =
DATE OF SURVEY: Federal [ State 3 County O Local ; % '
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: j g %
. R
Library of angress il
STREET AND NUM3ER: * m
East Capitol and Indspendence Avenue, S. E. . 2
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE S
Washington D.C. 11 >
m
-




[7. DESCRIPTION

(Check One)
CONDITION K] Excellent [ Good [ Fair (C) Deteriorated [J Ruins [0 Unexposed
(Check One) o ) (Check Onc)
[ Altered K] Unaltered ] Moved (3% Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Moorefields is a small Federal country house consisting of a two-story
central block, three bays wide, with flanking one-bay wings. All three sec-
tions have low brick foundations and are covered by molded weatherboards
applied with rosehead nails. A molded cornice occurs under the slightly
splayed eaves of the low gable roof of each section.

The first level of the main (south) facade of the central block is pro-
tected by a shed porch which has turned wooden posts and is enclosed by a
replacement balustrade. The impression of the original molded hand rail is
still visible on the pilasters at either end of the porch. The flush sheath-
ing under the porch is pilerced by three openings: two narrow windows with
heavy molded sills containing nine-over-nine sash and an entrance in the west
bay. The entrance originally contained an unusually tall six-panel door,
but early in the twentieth century ths two upper panels were cut off to pro-
vide space for the present four-light transom. At the second level of the
main facade in the two outer bays are small six-over-six windows with louvergd
shutters. All other windows have the same treatment except those under the
porches where the shutters are flat-paneled.

h

The wings are two bays deep and extend beyond the main block to the rear,
enclosing the sides of the shed porch on this facade. This porch was also
enclosed early in the twentieth century but all the original elements includ+
ing the chamfered wooden supports were left intact.

The chimney placement, arranged to heat both the main block and wings
with only two chimmeys, reflects the side-hall plan of the main block. An
exterior brick chimney, located on the gable end of the west wing, heats
only this wing while the other, placed at the junction of the main block and
the east wing, serves both the parlor beside the hall and the east wing.
There are no fireplaces on the second floor.

Moorefields includes a side hall with a large parlor to the east in the
main block and two rooms in each wing. In the hall is an interesting closed
string stair that rises on the west wall and winds around the resr wall to
the second level. Both the single stringsr and the spandrel below are flat-
paneled. The most remarkable feature of the stair is the fine ‘Chinese Chip-
pendale balustrade with heavy molded handrail and square newel with moldsd
cap. The parlor, finished with walls plastered above and below a molded
chair rail, is dominated by the mantel in the center of the east wall. One
of the earliest expressions of Federal design in Piedmont North Carolina, thg
mantel consists of a molded architrave around the rectangular opening with
slender reeded pilasters rising within the architrave and supporting unadorngd
end blocks. The outer molding of the architrave breaks out over the pilasters
to form caps. The end blocks flank a wide diagonally reeded frieze and sup-
port a delicately molded shelf that breaks over the end blocks. The over-
mantel consists of three ranges of three flat panels each flanked by tall,
thin reeded pilasters with caps formed by the heavy molded cornice which
carries around the parlor. To the right of the mantel a low door leads intg
the south room of the west wing, which now serves as a dining room but was
originally a bedroom. Both rooms in this wing are heated by tiny corner
fireplaces located in the northwest and southwest corners respectively.
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Bach room has lost most of its original trim.

The west wing is reached through a doorway located in the west wall of
the side hall just in front of the stair. The rooms in this wing are also
heated by corner fireplaces but with much larger openings. The south room
contains its original trim with a beaded chair rail and a narrow concave woode
cornice. The mantel is similar to the one in the main parlor but diminished
in scale and features an overmantel consisting of two ranges of three large

flat panels.

The second floor of Moorefileds contains a stair hall in the northwest
corner with two bedrooms across the front and a smaller roon to the east of
the hall. All the rooms are plainly finished with plaster walls and little
glaboration other than the simple architraves around the windows. The only
major change to this floor is the conversion of the small east room into a

bathroom.




ﬁi SIGNIFICANCE

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

PERIOD (Check Onc or More as Appropriate)
[J Pre-Columbian| [ 16th Century [J 18th Century
[ 15th Century ] 17th Century &] 19th Century

(T} 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEI(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
() Urbon Planning

Abor iginal [ Education X Political
(] Prehistoric C] Engineering ] Religion/Phi. L] Other (specify)
[ Historic ) Industry losophy

J Agriculture [ Invention ] Science

i) Architecture [ Londscape [ Sculpture

O Art Architecture [ Social/Humon-

[0 Commerce ] Literature itarian

[} Communications ] Military ] Theater

[} Conservation [ Music ] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The builder of Moorefields was Alfred Moore of Wilmington, a distinguished

soldier and judge. In 1758 Moore was appointed captain in the First North
Carolina Regiment, which later fought at the Battle < Moore's Creek Bridge.
After resigning his commission in 1777, he returned to his Wilmington plan-
tation where his activities in the local militia caused the British to burn
his home. At the war's end Moore found himself destitute and turned to the

At Hillsborough in 1782, Moore acted as prosecutor in several important
cases while the state attorney general was absent. The services he rendered
on this occasion won him an appointment that year as abtorney general. While
holding this office, in 1785, he built Moorefields west of Hillsborough.
Moore served until 1790 when, secure financially, he left his position for
plantation life. During this period of retirement he helped prepare an ordir
nance to establish. the seat of the University of North Carolina and to lay
off the town of Chapel Hill. In 1798 Alfred Moors returned to public life
when he was elected one of the judges of the North Carolina Supreme Court.
His tenure on the state bench was cut short when in 1799 he was appointed
to fill the position of the late James Irecell on the United States Supreme
Court. Justice Moore served in this position until failing health forced
his resignation in 180).

who followed the family tradition of practicing law and entering politics.
Alfred Moors ' the younger was elected to the North Carolina House of Commons
in 1813 and again in 1817. Serving until 1826, he further distinguished him
self in the 1823-182l term when he was elected speaker. He died in 1837,
leaving Moorefields to his son-in-law, Francis Nash Waddell. In 1847 the
estate was divided with the tract containing the house going to Alfred Moore
daughter, Augusta. It remained in the family until 1913 when it was adver-
tised for public sale.

In the following years the subsequent owners were not members of the
Moore family. In 1949, however, Edward T. Draper-Savage, who is related to
the Moore family by marriage, acquired and began restoring the house. It is
now in excellent condition.

Moorefileds, historically significant as thse home of the politically
prominent Moore family, is architecturally important as one of the earliest

the well-executed mantels and fine Chinese Chippendale stair.

Moore died October 15, 1810, and willed Moorefields to his son, Alfred,|-

appearances of the Federl style in the state. It is further distinguished by

practice of law, having previously studied for that profession under his father.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA = ¢

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

R
CORNER LATITUDE LLONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ’ ] o v " 360 03' O » o O ' n
NE o ’ L o ’ " 7 79 8 L!.3
SE -} y [ o ’ n
SW ] ] » o » "

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: BL{L Acres

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: cobe

NAME AND TITLE:

Survey and Planning Unit: S'baff, John B. Wells, III, Supervisor

DATE

CRGANIZATION

State Department of Archives and History 12 January 1972

STREET AND NUMBER:

109 East Jones Street :
CODE

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

North Carolina

Raledigh

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property is included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

b ti 1 k Service. Th ded
forth by the National Park Service e.recommen ec Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [7] State L] Local [
’/éj// Date
Name L / ATTEST
H. G. Jones- :
Title Director, State Department.of
ives and Histor
Archi an I Keeper of The National Register
Date 12 January 1972 Date

GPO 901 .087
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Moorefields
SR 1135
Hillsborqugh, North Carolina

State Highway Commission
Scale: 1'/1 mile
1 July 1967

Latitudetl Longitude
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